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Abstract 

Ths pape andyss the rie of Musim cnnud 
consdousyess from the perspective of dass conflict batwem 
Afferent rdigous conrrunities of this regon. Punjéb, bdng a 
Muslim mgority province of British India hed agriaulturd and 
pestord economy, notwithstanding the fact thet colonid projects 
such 2 building of rdlwass aid cord colonics lder redicdly 
dteed precepitdis economic drudure Britih politicd ad 
legd institutions dong with these projects played arolein shaping 
and forrretion of group identity dthough it could not trensform 
the consioumess Wich wes ditincive of ayaiarpesttord 
sodaty. The kind of netiondism which origneted and devdoped 
on soil of the Punjdo wes professadly of rdigous nature Inthe 
sodd milieu, rivd rdigous conrunties vied for politicd and 
econoric dorrinance This paper sacks to explore the rdadtion 
between dass interest of landed dites and Musim netiondist 
consdousyess. The idea of rdigous ndiondisy both arong 
Hindus and Muslims, wes devdoped and exploited by powerful 
dites reoresarting econonic interets of diffeeat dass to 
grendthen ther politicd postion in the Punjab. The paper dso 
and yses how econorric structure built by colonid state snerpened 
the antagonism betwen sodd desses of Musdimeand norn-Musim 
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communities wich eventudly led to idea of Musimseperatisnin 
the Purjab. 


Introduction 

This rise and growth of consdousness of Muslims as a distinc: 
community in the Punjdéo hes ban a foas of reserdss by 
arinat retive ad foram historians Most of thoss who 
conducted the reseerch on this aeg hae eather dudied this 
phenomenon as the product of pre-existing contrund feuit lines 
or from a perspective of colonid policy of dvided inpaa There 
ae sore studies like Enireand Idanby Dad Gilrrertin, Punjao 
uncer Inpaidisn by Inren Ali and Punjab ard the Rg add ln 
Tdbot and PunjeoDividat Pditicsdf the MudimLesquead Patitim 
1935-1947 by Arreyjit Sng wich tee into account the 
forrretion of dites and thar quest for identity. This paper 
suggests thet conmrund frecture lines bawen Musins ad 
Hindus aopeered as Musins hed sval devdoping urben midde 
das ad lace lade aidocay ad nonMuins 
predominantly Hindus, hed large trading, urben moneyed and 
midde dasses The moneyed dassss, corrposad of mercrents and 
moneylenders, aspired to have econorric and political ascendancy. 
The strugde betwen landed aistoaacy and moneyed dassss 
essured rdigous complexion becase of ayaiatpestord 
Creracter of Punjdo economy. The dass conflict between landed 
and rrercentile dites wes tranddted into conmrund antagonism 
ad rdigon becare syrbol for both laded ad nercetile 
dasses around wich they constructed thar group idettity to 
foursue economic interests, 

Muslim netiondism found its theoreticd daboretion in 1930 
Allarebed Address which Allara lqod ddivered as the president 
of All India Muslim League (AIML). The address hes assured a 
geet Sqnificence in the ands of history of Padisten ad is 
regarded a the firt philosopicd formudion of Musim 
netiondisn in India In Ayesha Jdd’s view, Muslim netiondist 
consdousss in Punjdo erergad 4 contrunitarian response to 
Inde netiondisn of the Congress which dared to be indusve 
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as Musims landed dasses pursued differet politicd interests 
from those of mercentile and money-lending dasses wich the 
Congress represented.’ It wes nather inflexibility of ‘Hindu 
netion’ in the fece of condliatory attitude of the Mudim, 4s the 
trecitiond nardives of offidd Pekisteni historians rreintadn, 
Wich defined netiondisn in India generdly and in the Punjdo 
perticularly nor wes it the result of British stretagamto divide and 
rue policy & post-partition offidd Indian historiography holds 
The aquret which this reseerch seks to build is thet the 
Separatist consciousness arvrong Punjdo Mugins wes not a sudden 
Cevdoorent but evolved gadudly as landed dites soudt to 
corsolidete thar politicd postion visavis erergng urben 
rrercentile dites and educeted dasses which happened to be pre. 
Corinently Hindus. When the dites conflict of interest could 
not be resolved, the vison of sqperde Musim dade wes 
atiquided. The ideologues of seperdtist course interpreted this 
conflict a ‘gver 4 though fracture lines betwen rdigous 
conmrunities pre-exited in Indian sodd structure. 

The Purjao, bang the getewey of Inda wes the first to beer 
the brunt of the invesons from its northen fronties. The 
inveding ames, wich mostly origneted in pestord sodedies of 
Certrd Asaand Afgrenistten, integrated into ayarin life tye of 
the Punjab people The Musim landed aristocracy wes born out 
of this long process of integrction and assimilation. Mugnd-Skh 
conflicts, inte-Skh feuds and Ando Sikh wers had torn apert the 
politicd fdbric of the Punjaéo and no snde power wes cepeble of 
restoring order and unity to it. Theonly rdic of the past steblity 
in this gim tire wes village a a saf-sustaining unit which too 
wes bedly affected by the prevdling turmoil in the province 
When the British annexed Punjab in 1849 and beggn to entrerh 
tharsdives into its fertile soil, the first task, they sat thavsdives 
to accomplish, wes to meke the Punjdéo governdde by restoring 
order and cdbility to it so thet the Punjad's pre-cepitdist agrarian 
economy could be turned to the advertage of British ruling dass. 
Given the creotic stete of dfairs prevdling in the Punjab, it wes 
inopportune for the naw rulers to sgnificently change the 
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production rdations to supoplat the established sodo-aiturd 
order. The successful governance of this fertile and productive 
province required acconodetion of the native megnetes and 
extrection of the laget posible wedth from it. The 
adrinigtrdtive order enforced by the colonid authorities in the 
Purjao induded the dend of co-optdtion ad merdon. The 
British rulers involved the netive landed gentry in its lowled 
revenue avd police ainisrdion by appointing thm & 
luritercers end Zailcers 

This paper views the erergence of consdousness of Muslim 
@& addind alturd community in intarddionsip with das 
interest of Mugim landed aristocracy. The narrdtiive is prerrisad 
on ‘rreterid conditions under wich ‘red individuds lived and 
conducted their activity.” 

In the colonid Punjab the interests of dass and community 
were interwoven. The colonid dade aoperdtus aid dominat 
sodd groups creeted new dtructurd digyrerts. As the colonid 
apperatus wes largdy militay and bureeucdic in ndure it 
radcdly dtered pestord-ayarin dtructure of the soddty. The 
landed gentry ad rrercentile dass awosea aresut of thissodo- 
econorric trensforrretion brougt about by colonid stcte The 
study erploys category of dass to understand the phenomenon of 
contrund consdousness which arose from the conflict between 
two dasses. Marx ddineetes the feetures of adass asit evolves in 
rdation to other sodd groups “The sqperdte individuds forma 
dess only insofer as they haveto carry on acontron bettle against 
another dass, othawisethey areon hostiletars with each other 
as corrpetitors.”® The Mudimmiddie dass which wes born out of 
working of colonid politic economy rereined on hostile tems 
with non-Mugim predominantly Hindu middle dess and did not 
cerry on its bettle with landed gentry. The 67 per cent of Punjdo 
Muslims were engaged in egricuiturd pursuits and only 6.57 per 
cat ad 11 pe ant arid o ube profesor ad 
comrerdd pursuits resoactivay.* The Musim middie dasses 
were not strong enough to assart their independent entity vis-a- 
vis Mugim landed dasses. This neture of group consdousess in 
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pre-cepitdist sodety is treeted by Georg Lukecs, a Hungerin 
Marxist, says 

Wes it possble & dl objectivay--- for the dassss in sucha 
sodety to becorre consdous of the econoric bess of these 
conflicts and of the econorric problen with which the soddty is 
afflicted? Wes it not inevitable thet these conflicts and prodars 
Should esurre eather neturd, rdigous forrs or dse led ad 
politica ones, depending on the draunrstances? 

The decade of 1930s wes thus rrerked by conception of 
conmuniterian politics in Punjéd wich ewmseged ideds of 
aiturd na&tiondisnas distinct from secular netiondismn espoused 
by Congress leedersiip. It furnished a reddinition of culturd 
distinctiveness for netiond regeneration of Musim by contesting 
the mgoriterin netiondis discourse with a arbiquous ye a 
ggificet Hindu contet. Punjab, the sword am of British 
Empire witnessed interse commund rivdrie in the erly 
twetiah cetuy due to sdoemonric deg ad 
introduction of representative institutions by the colonid rulers. 

The dlegance forrred by a people and identities creeted by 
tham in the historicd process becorre the beses on which the 
netiondist consdousness is built. The neture of dlegances and 
idertities, thus forrred, very from e&thno-linqusic, taritorid to 
rdigous-aiturd. The rise of phenomena of ndiondisn? in 
generd and Musim netiondisn in perticular owe ther origin to 
modernization project of British colonidismin Inda The Hindus 
and Muslims hed lived together for centuries, and ave gill living 
in South Asa As peoples they hed formed sodd, culturd ad 
econorric bonds over a period of neny centuries and contributed 
to devdoprent of synaretic Sufi traditions wehdat-U-wgjud But 
Wwret rrede than discover thet they were rrore unlike then like 
each other wes thar politicd learning and peculiar experience of 
representative institutions under British tuidage The Musim 
landed dites, largdy in Punjab neaded ‘historicd padigree wich 
Wes provided by ahnicty but defined by rdigon. Idan ad 
Hinduism furnished the grounds for a sense of group affinity by 
constructing linkages arong ‘we a distinc from‘thar!. Mostly, 
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these linkages avong ‘we did not go much beyond not bang 
‘thet and thus were of largdy negedtive vdue This dso partly 
explains the blood beth which followed the partition of the 
Punjab, though this there is not to be dedt with here Sorve 
historians trace the existence of these linkages to the perenid 
aitud ddinciveress of Musim ad Hindu, thet is to sy, 
contrund idertities could be recogiizad in pre-colonid times. C 
A Bay is 1 exponat of the primordidist approach to South 
Asm@m history. He holds thet precolonid Indians hed & acute 
sense of rdigous difference wich creeted exentidizatons of 
sodd types as ther successors, the colonid rules, did. ... India 
wes thus ‘essentidized and othered’ during subjection by Aden 
depots.’ This view dso aqued thet both Hindu ad Musim 
soddty hed a intense sense of dl-Indaconmnunity, dreedy in 
evidence though this wes rot atuded into m agesve 
‘conmundism! and weited for colonid modern institutions to be 
redized.® He finds the ‘continuity between old cuiturd zones 
add moden rdion state quite ‘pasudive aqurat’? He 
ranstedes the role of indigenous soddiies ad thar ature so 
much thet he inplidtly scdes down the impact westen power 
ad colonid rule by undermining the idea of trensforrretion and 
ensuing periodizetion of Indian history into pre-colonid, colonid 
and post-colonid epochs ”° 

The Inden Musins hed dways exited & a sqoerde aud 
idertifidde community. This primordidist explanetion condders 
category of netion ‘givar’."* There are, however, other historians 
like Paul Bress woo view the construction of contrund identities 
& aresult of the dynanic of dite compdition. In his profound 
ctudy Language Rdigm ad Pditisin Nath Inda, Paul Bress has 
dcborded the fators wich pay a rode in trading the 
‘objective diffeeres bdwen gous into ‘goup 
consdousness’” The presant study aoplies the instrurentdist 
aporoach to account for forrretion of conmrund identities and 
sodd strdtificction arongthe people of the Punjab. 

Ths papas ages tht the meteid cordiions of 
productions, profoundly dtered by British colonid econony, 
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deterined the commund consciousness in the Punjdo.® The 
frarework earployed in the papers saks to demsify the 
primorddist views of rdigous ndiondisn by eoring the 
meteidit bess of Musim néiondisn in the Punjab The 
traditiond nerretives besad on bdief in perennid divison between 
Hindus and Mugirs is san in the ligt of new perspective 
furrisned by the dass conflid peradign The rise of Mugim 
netiondist consdousness in the Punjab detes back to the efforts of 
Muslim landed desses to preserve thar economic ascendancy. 
The Musim landed dites arose 4s British devdoped politicd and 
econorric structures to integrated Punjed into world cepitdist 
rrerket. The two mesures, nardy mondizedion and individud 
ownership of land, profoundly dtered the agrarin structure of 
the Punjdo sodety which dterwerds paved the wey for conflict 
between Musim rurd dites and moneyed dessss into colonid 
politics. 


Forrretion of MusimLended Elites 

When British annexed Punjdo in 1849", the pre-cepitdist 
agarin mode of production prevdled here The British colonid 
rue brougt with itsaf tecnniques and methods of governence of 
advenced cepitdist teteto nv agiciturd soddy. Thepoliticdly 
ungovernede Punjab hed one rdic of its pest stebility which wes 
its sdf-sustdning village life > Trevekis, an errinent writer of 
colonid politicd econony, is of the view thet the contribution 
which Punjad mede to economy of the Indian sulocontinent wes 
‘out dl proportion to its population, its productive cepadty and 
eve its dze’ The western and south western districts, or wret 
Thorburn describes as ‘Western Punjab the horre of Musdien 
sugjects wes lagdy pestord-ayaien soddty. The dgtricts of 
Dera Ghai Khen, Multen, Muzefergerh, Jheng and Montgorrery 
recdved scanty rdnfdl.”. The Hindu megority sub-mrontene 
ddtricts of Anbda Hostarpur, Gurdegour, loceted in estan 
Punjab, recdved ‘unusudly bountiful’ rainfall which diminished 
the need for perennid cends. The land here wes fettile with ‘sea 
of wre’ and dese popudion”® In the woe expense of 
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J dandrer, there wes nothing but one shect of rich cultivetion and 
in the Beri dod from Lahore eestwerd, villages were numerous 
and aultivetion wes exterdve”® The lower pat of this dodo, 
predominantly Mugins, wes reverse of the forrrer trect bang 
under cultivated and covered by junds or brushwoods”? Most of 
the population in Rechna and J etch dodbs wes pestord and the 
towns were loceted & sqnificent distence The crops of fodder 
and greases in good seesons dforded ‘invdueble pastures to the 
cattle of pestord normmecs _B, A. Cheudhuri hes identified three 
rrgor types of pestordism in Punjab, nardy, powinda dpine 
and pestordismthet prevdiled in savi-arid south-east Punjab. At 
the time of annexation of Punjab, the vest area wes covered with 
jundes ad busses. Even Didricd Kard wes ‘preerinetly 
pestord country” but building of cands had significantly reduced 
the grazing grounds. The aimds used for draugtt and plough 
were locdly bred. The ced colonies projects broudt about 
Gutivetion of large avees, yet pastordism revreined one of the 
mgor mreens of peoples’ subsistence 

There wes no surplus produce except the cattle and sheap 
wich agin needed fest-withering pastures to be fed on. Such 
refractory and migrdory rress wes incepele of forming aw 
dlegaxce to a hordad as they were consiartly on the nove 
with thar exarrprats” An dlejanxe to a taritory or a 
community required srering of common bonds stretching over a 
long period of time When sore pestordists settled down in the 
weke of agicuturd colonidizetion, the group dlegance begen to 
take sneoe After ocaupying the Punjab, the British turned thar 
dtettion to eat reerve & thet they could med the 
expenditure incurred in the administration of the province In 
order thet structure of colonid administration could be fective y 
meintaned and process of recruitrrent of soldiers from Punjdo 
villages for military security of the Rg against Russaand intend 
reéodlions could be ensured, the Britis) devdoped new polides 
for the collection of land revenue and politica control. After the 
occupation wes complete, Henry Lawrence wes appointed the 
Resident of trans-Sutla districts of JUlundur, Hoshiarpur, and 
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Kanga by Lord Hadinge Heavy Lawere saw the old 
aristocracy 4s ‘neturd leaders who could work as links between 
people and the governrert, a view which Lord Ddhouse wes 
suspiGous of.” Henry Lawrence gave in and his younger brother 
Jom Lawrence executed Lord Ddhouse's policy by confisceting 
jagrsof 25 Skh cies ad te&king away ther ranks for thar pert in 
Second Ango-Skh wer in 1848” The Punjdd wes ‘non 
reguition’ province which rreent here the rules were loosdy 
interpreted to suit the invredidte interests of colonid sate The 
lax interpretation of rues oeve riseto Cronyisnan patandisn 
The loydist netive aitoqacy wes acconmodded by hang 
appointed a Assctat Conmisiones ad Extra Assitat 
Commissoners in the Punjé> adiinidtrdion. In 1852, the 
landords who reneged to o& the office of Extra Asidart 
Commissioner nurrbered ninetesn out of thirty wherees in 1855 
they nurrbered twenty-four out forty-two.’ In addition to these 
jobs the landed dits wee inmolve in the gvemet 
advinigrdive meciney by bang gated the offices of 
Tehslder, derks zalcers lantoercers petvaris add cprump The 
British rdes eeted adninidrdive drudure to Gllet 
meximum revenue and export wheet and cotton into the world 
rrerket on the one hand and sdtretegc interests to defend British 
Indian in the north against RussaAfgren dliance The Musim 
landed gentry provided recruits which helped British defeet the 
mutinous forces in 1857. The rrercertile urben dasses were 
hd pful largdy in teking the agrarian produce to the rrerket and 
findly to the port but could not raise the troops and horses for the 
bettles which British waged against the forces in other parts of 
Inda 

The British devolihed Skh adivinistretive aoperctus and 
restructured thar own in its place The Mugins or Skhs who 
collaborated with the British were rewarded with inportert 
Offices in the police as deputy inspector. British disrentled the 
dructure on wich Gkh landed aistocacy and military dite 
rested, Instead, they turned to Muslims who hed teken part in the 
wer against the Gkhs Sorre of the leading prorinentt Musim 
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cies were recuited as police daouty ingoactor. The Tiwena and 
Noon cies were favouredly rewerded with jagrs in Seour 
district.” Griffin aid Massy have given an exhaustive account of 
prominent favilies of Musim landed aistocrany in thar dassic 
work Chids and Fanilies fo Ndtein Purjado They have descibed &t 
length sodd background of more then 70 Muslim landed favilies 
and how they assumed politicd evinence in British Punjab. The 
book dso tds thet these favilies were rewarded with jagrs ad 
Offices of Honorary and Jagjrderi Magstrates, Extra Assstert 
Conmmissone,, Tersider, padwai, ceungo., zdldr ad 
lanttercer in return for thar loydty for the Rg in spite of the fact, 
the mgority of Musim population wes living in adject poverty 
andininferior postion to other communities 

Thetéde 1 sgify the fact the Mudim rede up the mgority 
of the population and constituted about fifty three per cent of the 
population. 


Tdel 

Population of three Main Communities 
District or State | Total Population | Hindu Sikh Muslim 
British Territory | 22,455,819 8,008,665 | 1,545,110 | 14,141,122 
(Inclduing 
NWFP) 

20,330,339 7,874,413 | 1,517,019 | 10,825,698 
British Territory 
(Excluding 
NWF Province) | 4,424,398 2,470,056 | 585,877 | 1,357,647 
Native States 


Source Caas d Inda 1901, Puja Vol. XVII-A, Pt Il Taddles 
(Lahore Civil and Military Gazette 1902), Tedle VI-ii. 


Téde 2 sows thet Musims lagged beind dl rdigous 
comrunities in educetion. Thenks to low literacy led avong 
Mugims, agra and feeble urben ridde dass devdopad arong 
them thet could found it herd to compete with rrercertile and 
educeted professiond dasses for jobs in the new adivinistrdtive 
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ad revenue syten The Musim landed getry wich wes 
received peterndistic treetrrent a the hands of British rulers hed 
access to educetiond institutions established by the British, 


Tdle2 
Literacy proportion by rdigons 
Religion Literates 
British territory Native states 

Jains 1in4 1in4 
Buddhist 1in8 1 in 25 

Sikhs 1in 15 1in 27 
Hindus 1in 15 1in 44 
Muhammadan 1 in 69 1 in 98 


Source Resot d theGeusd Inda 1901, vol. XVII, Part I: ThePunjab 
its Faxktoies ad the Nath WetRotie Poine (Gma 
Goverrnrrert of Certrd Printing Office 1902), 170. 


The tele 3 shows thet mgority of Punjdo Muslims wes rurd 
aid were dowly gating urbenizad conpered with other two 
conmunities Mgority of village menids and lower dass attisens 
bdongad to Musim conrunity. The Musim erpire in India 
brougt forth aristocracy of largd y Muslim crerecter as aresult of 
Mansbederi system The lower sodd ecndons in Hindu sodey 
converted to Idan and continued ther former trades. This does 
not minimize the inportence of the fact thet Musims hed large 
number of landholdings in Western Punjab and sorre in Centrd 
Punjab. The Skhs were largdy agriculturd by profession but dso 
found military sevice @7 honourdle profession. The lage 
nurrber of recruits were supplied by Gkh rurd dites and colonid 
authorities depended on low-paid locd amy mm to seve the 
inperid etedlistrett. The clonid econoric systaen & bes 
been sean eerlier, produced deat bondage and rrerket tyranny. 
The Purjaoi Sikh cultivetors soud't to fight these crdlenges went 
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to North Arrerica HongKong, South-East Adaand Singgpore for 
wege Idour were they worked & wddim ad lav 
eforcarat person.” In Carada and the USA they dso 
adopted thar ndtive work of agiaiturd ldoures ad 
lurrbermen. These Sikhs who went out of India found it quite 
herd to bacorre patty conmodity producers due to insuffidency 
of land. The Gkhs who sated in North Arrerica formed Ghedr 
Party wrere The Skh aristocracy of nétive stetes in the Punjdo 
Wich fougt on the sde of the British in two Ango-Skh wer 
reveined loydist and issued Gkh loyd memifesto from Golden 
Tarple on 18 May 1907.% Raa Gdjan Sinch of Nurpur, Rga 
Bdbir Singh of Meankot, Serder Bikran Singh, Serder Jiwen, 
Singh, Srétediour, Serder Sunder Singh, Mgithia Naweb, Beba 
Gurbekhsh Singn Bedi of Rawdpindi, Serdar Nardin Sinch of 
Anendour, Kanwer Cherenjit Singh, Serder Behedur Hanen 
Gngh, Rda Fateh Snch of Leéhore Setveda Harden forrred 
loydist Punjdéo Chiefs Assodation on 23 Feoruery 1909 aginst 
riding merchants and trading dasses under colonid peteronage * 
Srder Parteo Singh, rrarber of Inperid Legddive Cound! wes 
the driving force behind this Assoddtiion. Akdi Moverent or 
Gurdawera Reform Moverert ddlengad the loydit Chie 
KhdsaDiwen. 


Class Origns of Hindu Contrund Consdousness: 
Mdoaolm Dating, a British Gvil sarvert of Punjab, writes 
“The Punjab is ayicuturdly the most prosperous province of 
India and it is probably dso the most indetted.”” The Purjdo 
becerre ‘the most indebted’ as a result of sodd engnesring of 
ayeriarpestord economy. The colonid govenrat in Punjado 
Wes an extension of cepitdist stete of Greet Britain. It wes neturd 
thet institutions it esteblished in the Punjab should conformto the 
requrerents of lass fair prindple of cenitdist economy. The 
agiculturd gohere wes conmrrercdized so thet Punjed econory 
could be integreted with world cepitdist merkel. The colonid 
authorities injoosad heavy taxes and devised effident rrechinery 
by co-opting native landed desses into thisjob. Theland revenue 
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system under Sikh rule put ligt burden on village conrunities 
but inqposed severe conditions on andent landed nobility whose 
influence Skh Mcherdafeered * Thecolonid offidds damsthe 
British systen of taxation wes hurrene and ‘less harsh’ then thet 
of Rajjit Snghis not supported by the evidence #* 


Tdle3 
Gened Cheracter of three Reigous Communities 
Professions Hindu (%) | Sikh (%) | Musalmans (%) 
Agricultural 34.31 64.36 60.68 
Professional 12.57 1.24 6.57 
Commercial 14.95 7.58 1.11 
Artisan and village menials | 36.19 25.60 29.86 
Vagrants, minor artisans, 
performers etc 1.98 1.22 1.67 
Literate males 
(age 15-24) 
12 10 4 


Repot nm Cass d Inda 1891: ThePunjeb ad its Faxckiaigs wol. XIX, 
Pat |, (Cdcutta Superintendent Government Printing of India, 1892), 
86 and 247. 


The codlonid governrert deared the tex collected from land 
aret liddeto be pad to theddte Thetex or ret wes tekenin 
cesh from the producers or cultivetors. Skh Durber practices of 
collection of revenue differed serply from those adopted by 
colonid adirinistration in wich tex wes teken in kind and did not 
exceed one-fourth of the produce ® The village accountant and 
heedinen were instrurrertd in this process as there wes ‘little 
money in Grauldioy most payrents induding land revenue 
were collected in the form of agriculturd produce*® In the pre. 
colonid times, most of the Punjéd rurd sodd drudure wes 
corrposad of collective aultiveting units in wich propridery 
rigts were veted in farily of meny indviduds or in 
‘copercenery contrunity of cultiveting individud’ where each 
one cultiveted his own land or sorre portion of it using his own 
cattle and plough” Thorbum tds thet only ‘rigtts of tribe or 
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village collectivay’ over land were comprehended by the Punjdo 
people at the time of ocaupetion. This system of ‘collective and 
pestord units in the rurd Punjdd hed survived meny Doody 
upheavds.® The ayarian dasses did not fdl a prey to ‘serious 
indebtedness’ a6 there wes ‘nether credit nor money or aul 
courts.’ The concept of ‘individud ridtts’ wes quite unusud for 
them He described the messure wich colonid state adopted in 
thisregerd: 

We retained the cattle tax and abolished dl other cesses and 
dues, substituted individud for collective ownership of land and 
converted the shere of each harvest paid by the aultivetors, which 
he hed generdly paid in kind, into a fixed cesh cssessrvert. The 
cssessrants hed to be very rapidly conducted — each Ergin 
Officer having to rreke a sattlavert with the heedmen of from 
1,000 to 3,000 different villages in the course of one cold 
weether'stour.®” 

The British introduced the daenent of cesh money economy 
into the land revenue sygten avid Gilection in kind wes 
suiostituted with collection in cesh hence fixing the revenue for 
sorre yeers The darent of money facilitated the busines of 
rrercentile dasses woo could lend nore egaly now. It dso 
integreted Punjaéo economy into world economic syten ad 
bulding of rdlways and construdion of cnds nultiplied the 
revenue and the cesses which were paid to new foragn rulers. In 
the Punjab. The land revenue exected from the agiculturd 
esses wes to be source of Mlond quemet’s inore 
expenditure and savings in the form of cepitd. The project of 
bulding colonid sete with huge adninidrdive ad nilitay 
drucdure and transfer of the surplus from colony to Engish 
ring dessss required radicd dteretionsinthe pre-colonid sodo- 
econoric structure The colonid authorities took messure to 
mrondize the agicuiturd production and the peeserts were 
constrained to sdl the crop to pay the revenue derend in cesh 
The surplus wreet, produced by landholders, wes scold to 
moneylendess to pay the land revenue and later exported through 
the port of Karachi. Tele 3 gves the population of trading desses 
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in Purjadd who were mostly Hindus. The percentage of educetion 
arong these dasses wes much greeter then landowning dasses. 
According to Ilbbetsson, with seven percent of the population of 
the Punjéo, they precticdly hdd ‘the woe conrreree of the 
Punjab in thar hands’ They were not pestordists and did not 
‘trafic in the catttle’” The Mudims on the other hand were 
mostly rurd and much less educated. The ndurd econony of 
bertering wes replaced with money-economy in wich rrerket 
assured the sgificet role for exchenge and distribution of 
agiclturd produce Wheet wes acid export comrodity ad 
its price wes sattled sading its monday vdue in the world 
merket.” The export croos of wheet and cotton reouired high 
levd of investrrents which the poor strata arong pessents could 
not dford The uncetanty of havet ad prices rece the 
gtuetion worse for than. The moneylenders provided than with 
short-tam rdie in such need of hours. As the profit or saving of 
the peesents deoended on the money vdue of ajialturd 
produce, the deoredadtion of money could lead to reduction of 
prices of agriculturd prices from 50 to 100 per cert.” One of the 
reesons why landed d esses fal a victimto increesing indectedness 
@&t the hends of moneylenders wes thar indbility to deposit the 
avrourt of revenue to be cllectted (ad) iby the Glond 
authorities in response to land revenue derend (java). 


Tadle3 
Mercertile Classes in Punjdo* 


Mercantile classes | Population in Punab 
(castes) 

Arora 653,000 
Bania 452,000 
Khatri 436,000 
Sud 11,352 
Bhabra 13,292 
Bhatia 23,527 
Khakha 2,845 
Mahajan 22,146 
Sheikh 321,000 
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Khoja 99,000 
Paracha 2,079 
Bohra 4,240 


The Table 4 shows increese of export of wheet in the first 
Cecece of twentieth century in Punjao. In 1898-99, both inports 
and exports increesad condderddly by ten and fiftynine percent 
with money-vdue of thirty-two percent. The mgor exports were 
wreet and raw cotton.® The crops were rdsad more from the 
viewpoint of trade then from thet of inrrediate sctisfaction of 
population. The cesh crops motiveted the peesart proprietors to 
invest in cettle inqerents of ploughing and pressing sugercene 


Tdle4 
Net Exportsof Grains, Pulse, Wheet, 
Cotton and Oilsged (in Hundreds of Thousands meunds). ° 


Year ending at 31 | Grain and Pulse Raw Oilseed 
March Cotton 
Total | Wheat & flour 
1901-2 639 418 127 323 
1902-3 442 334 193 38 
1903-4 648 556 256 43 
1904-5 936 753 275 118 
1905-6 917 596 223 119 
1906-7 1200 | 746 221 156 
1907-8 1881 | 1136 269 158 
1908-9 651 367 194 116 
Average of four 
years 1904-5 
Average of four 
years 1908-9 666 515 213 133 
1162 | 711 221 13f 


Source Gr Javes Wilson, Save Rest Dadaorets in Punjab (Suffolk: 
Richerd Clay and Sons, Ltd., 1910), 50. 
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Colonid Purjed> witnessed Seedy rise in the reverue 
collected despite the fact thet harvest ad production were 
adversdy dfected by claritous factors like drougt, favines 
enidaics, poor ranfdl, floods and others. The coercive methods 
usad by the colonid authorities to collect revenue induded the 
issuance of werrants and arrests of those who failed to meet the 
prescribed requirements. Thorburn attributes some ceuses of deat 
to ‘collectors and subordinetes who hed = fer too much becorre 
‘mere mechinesfor ginding revenue out of landholding dasses.”” 
Trevekkis hes dso pointed to ‘indatidty of British fixed 
asessrart for incressing indebtedness of landholding dass. ® 
The moneylenders rerreined cultivetors last hope in this disrd 
Gtuetion. The poor peesant would go to himand cortrect loans to 
pay land revenue aid secure Nis aibstere The alond 
adrinigtretion rrece its utrrost effort to get the wheet out of the 
villages and to trangport it to the world merkel. The nétive urben 
esses of money lenders and rrercherts rece this task essier for 
thar fordgy rlevrs out of ther own Sf-inteet. The 
mondization of land revenue fluctuetion of prices of agriculturd 
produce bad harvests, devduetion of money, motivation to soand 
on export crops, _increesing trend avong the landed dites to 
gopend rroney on buying British goods aud pricerie of 
menufectured goods combined together to lead to the necessity of 
business of trade and rroney lending Nevethdes, the rich 
Zanircers rrece sorre monetary gains out of thar investment on 
sowing export crops. They usad thar money on purchesing the 
commodities produced in the British industries thus augrenting 
British cepitd but leaving little a hore for promoting business 
activity. Theagicuiturd desses got loans on pledging thar crops 
or land or surrendering ther ridt to sd the land to money 
lenders. British polides dived & accunuidion of cepitd could 
not be cerried on without the presence of indigenous deasses of 
rrercrerts and rroneylencers who took thar sere out of the 
again surplus as interest on borrowed rroney. 

British ruling dasses needed derks, teecrers, pleeders ad 
dodors ad lowlead reenve offidds “the humm 
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underpinnings of the Rg” to work in the newly ceted 
advinistrdtive and legd systemin the Punjab.” As Punjdo hed yet 
to produce such men, the need wes met by the Bengdi educeted 
and professond dases The opportunities avdlade in Punjao 
attracted educeted Bengdi Brarreros, Badyes, UP Kayesthes and 
Christin rrissonaies.* This new sodd grouping creeted a link 
between British and loca populace of Punjdo which did not have 
its own wester-educeted dite Bredtyo Sarg wes forrred in 
Lehore in 1863 by Beou NovinaChendra Roy, aBengdi Braro, 
with the hdp of other educeted Bengdi Breherro Sargis and it 
Wes soon extended to other cities of Punjdo™ Professor K 
Mukerji sees Bretrro Sarrgi’s aopeerance on Bengd sodo- 
intdlectud horizon 4 aresult of the rise of urben bourgeoisie thet 
wes ‘Sutdned by trade and fordgn comrerce.” Chritoohe 
Jefrdot too ss Brdro rdom noveret & a revit of 
comnections between East India Conpeny and new dite of upper 
cette Brdrens composed of ‘locd literati and compradors’.® 
One of the most prominent activist of Bretivo Sarg in Punjdo 
wes the wel-known educdionist, Serder Dayd Snch woo 
esttedlisned Dayd Singh College Lahore He dso started weekly 
The Tribune wich becerre daily after his deeth in 1888. In 1876, 
Surendrencth Benerjee and Anenda Mohen Bose attivis of 
Bretvo Sarg, founded Indian Assoddtion and its Punjdd branch 
Wes s& up a Leéore Indian Assoddion in 1877. The money 
lenders traders, and urben middie dassss found the expression of 
thar meteid interets in conceptud formuldion of Aryds 
reivdism Bradwro Sarg, bang mildly opposed to colonid rule 
could not long speek for the dass of merchatts, traders ad 
money lenders of the Punjab as these sodd groups neaded more 
aggressive reoresentttion of thar economic interests- anged thet 
Wes Sctisfied by revivdist Arya Sarg. Swari Dayenend Sersweti 
(1824-1883) founded this moverert in Punjad in 1875.% The 
arti-Bretrenic tones of his messages found favour with merchent 
cestes of Krein, Araes and Barias wo flourished in Punjcb oa 
result of expenson of business activity, yet could not have the 
sodd prestige ejjoyed by Brdyrens. The agialtuist dassss 
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borrowed money on very high interest rete which sonetines 
exceaded 50 per cert but in the Punjéb, the aeragerde of 
interest wes probedly not les thn 15 pa cet.” The 
jroduce and land of jessent served as security ageinst which loan 
Wes adivenced. The professond money lenders, rrercrerts and 
Zamnncers who adivenced loans on high interest retes were rrostly 
Hindus The usurious cpitd agreted nedet cotd 
@lagng the das of trates The weath of the village 
comunity strank, though pert of the revenue revreined in the 
hends of village teff working for the colonid rege The 
institutiond structure of the village & a ‘collective altiveting 
unit’ under the pressure of compdition care to the verge of 
collage. The mondizetion of revenue brougt its attendert ills 
withit. 


Punjdo Alienetion of Land Act 1900- Manifestation of 
Conmmund Cleavege 

The nonaitivting moneed dass eqropided 
agiciturist tribes in the Musimdonmindted weten districts 
Wich ‘wes ‘jeoperdizing the staaility of colonid hold on the 
affection’ of landholding dasses in Punjdo.® In Mudd and Skh 
period, ‘the Baria”’ or moneylending disses were mostly ‘poor 
and aingng creetures: except in the towns of Latore Anritser, 
and were looked down on by landed dasses. A Baria used to serve 
@ accountant or huntble servent of landed desses and usad to 
expropriate ‘surplus out of first good yidd’ on the avout of 
money he lent to landholders because he knew thet usurious 
aount would not be ped. In the sare vain, Chief Court J udge 
Justice Mdville aqued thet peesart without land ‘becomes a 
Cisdffected and didoyd subject.” The British authorities sougt 
the solution to the prodien of indettedhess of hereditary 
landholding desses and dienetion of land & large sce because it 
wes threetening colonia stete with prospects of serious agrarian 
unrest. 

The object of British revenue systten and laws wes to secure 
eesy access of surplus produce to rrerkets by converting it into 
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money and then exporting it to world rrerket. The money ending 
desses, the Baas were insrurentd in ahieing econonic 
Objective of Glonid adninidtrdion® Those pessats or 
landowners who borrowed money from Banas rrortgegad their 
land surrendering ther rigtt to sal it or its crop till the money 
with usury wes pad. This sete of dfars ceusad ‘the exiting 
owner to sink to the positon of tenant’ and suffer from its euil- 
effects." In consequence, land passed from cultivetors to those 
whoo farmad it ruch less effidertly or did not cultivete it a dl to 
exploit its full productive potentid. A large nurrber of owners 
diencted pert or whole of thar lands which confronted the British 
governret with angor proden to tackle with in the last pert 
of nineteenth century. Thorburn persuesvdy arqued thet colonid 
interest could best be pursued by protecting the interet of 
landholding dasses. He aciisad the British rules to frare laws 
and adivinistter revenue system in such a wey & to idettify 
colonid interests with those of landholding dass” The 
‘prolonged offidd anxiety findly led to the passage of Punjdo 
Alienetion of Land Act in 1900 which cave irto force on 8 June 
1901L.® This Act prohibited non-agicuturist dasses from buying 
land from the ‘agricuiturist tribes whose list wes notified in a 
subsequent ~=6s governveto_—s rtifiction ad Firendd 
Conmissone’s sanding orda.“ The uben trades ad 
moneylending d asses considered it aserious disebility and curb on 
lass far who later becare ‘indined to convert it into politica 
gievance’® The urben trading and professiond dassad were not 
parrritted even to pess a resolution of protest against whet they 
Cdled discirrinetory meesure a& the avnud session of Inda@ 
Netiond Congress © 

The table 5 suggests thet landed megnete and rich farrrers 
owned about forty-sx percent of whole cultiveted areain Punjab. 
The g7all peesert proprietors who were in mgority owned much 
less cultiveted arees and, a discussed chove hed to deoadd on 
moneylenders to pay thar revenue dues. In order to compensate 
for thar low incore aid to meke both ends ned, sve 
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Gutiveting desses soudtt to be reruited & soldies in British 


any. 
Tdle5 
Agicuturd Holding in Punjdo 
Holding Percentage Estimated Percentage to 
(Area in acres) of total no. of total area 
Owners cultivated (%) 
(%) acres 
Below 1 acre 17.9 313,000 1 

Between 1-3 255) 1,268,000 44 
3 to less than 5 14.9 1,935,000 6.6 
5 to less than 10 18.0 4,400,000 15.1 
10 to less than 15 8.2 3,353,000 11:5 
15 to less than 20 43 2,444,000 8.4 
20 to less than 25 2.7 1,967,000 6.8 
25 to less than 50 48 5,787,000 20.4 
50 and more 3.3 7,452,000 25.8 


Source H. Cdvet, TheSzeand Didnt d Agiaiturd Hddngsinthe 
Purjdo (Lahore Civil and Military Gazette Press, 1925), 3. 


The forrretion of Indian Nationd Congress in 1885 ad 
politicd awerenessin Bengd and Borrbay due to rise of bourgeois 
and petit bourgaois desses bacerre the ceuse of rdlying around 
Muslim landed nobility to preserve their interests They begen 
thinking of verious weys to ded with the prodemwhich, as they 
perceived, arose from hegemonic designs of Hindu urben asses. 


Genesis of MugimNdiondist Identity 

Musim landed gentry wes concarned about the gowing 
econorric power of monefenders, merchert and urken patty 
bourgeois in Punjab. Indian Counal Act, 1861 hed provided for 
the etedlisyrert of alocd legddure in the Punjao. However 
section 44 left it to the disaretionery power of Governor-Generd 
in Counal to put it into effect. The provinces wich becare the 
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pert of the British Enpire earlier were grated this privilege but 
it took 36 yeers for the Punjab to bendit from this colonid 
‘privilege eter the Indian Counal Act, 1892 hed modified the 
previous Act. The first ever legddure of the Punjé> wes 
constituted in 1897 which hed totd ten rarhers induding five 
offidd aud five nonoffidd ad dl wee noninded The 
merbers, both offidd ad non-offidd, were invested with the 
power to legdate The five non-offidd marbers induded two 
Muslims, one Hindu, one Skh and one Christian.” The Mudim 
mearhers bdonged to landed gentry and changed during decede- 
long life of the Coundl. The Coundl’s seven Musim merbers 
during 1897-1909 were from landed gentry. They induded: Sr 
Naweb Arir-uc-Din Ahmed Khen of Loheru, K.C.1.E., Naweo 
Fateh Ali Khen Qaailbesh, Naweb Imem Bekhsh Khen, Naweo 
Muhenired Hayet Khen, Khen Behedur Muhenired Husain, 
Khen Behedur Mian Muhanired Srefi, Muhenrred Shen Din and 
Urrer Hayet Khen Tiwana ® The first Legddive Coundi lasted 
for deven yeers and pessad 23 laws. The most inmportent piece of 
legddtion it pessad wes Land Alienction Act, 1900 which became 
the defining moret in the history of construction of conmund 
idertities in the Punjdo.® As aresut of 1901 Land Alienction Act, 
land business wes adiversdy effected and srall landowners did not 
gat the compditive prices for thar lands a restrictions were 
laced on nor-cutiveting mercentile deasses to purcheseland. The 
big ladorcs enlagad thar etdes a& the expense of ave 
landowners.” In the following yeers, the position of agricuiturist 
tribes wes strengthened as they reolaced rrercentile dasses for 
lending money and indedted cultivetors surrendered rigtt to sd 
land or its produce to them urtil the lent money wes repaid. 
During 1902 and 1906, about 70.2 percent of rrortgeged land 
wert to agicuiturist tribes compered with 29.9 percent to non- 
aitiveting dasses wich stowed sgnificent reduction in the 
business of money-lending desses. The dere of percentage of 
mortgaged land reverkebly rose in favour of agriculturist tribes in 
the following yeers.” 
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The Muslim landed dites rece forrd atry into paty 
politics in the Punjad with the forretion of Punjaéd Musim 
League in 1906. The inperid petronizction of Muslim landed 
gentry through constitutiond reforms encded this dass to gain 
access to the Punjab legddive coundl initidly through the 
nomindions aid lder through the wtes of inaenuddy 
etrandisad agiculturd sodo-econoric groups and landholding 
dasses. Gvil ard Military Nene’, usudly supporting pro-Rg views 
of the Musims aistoaay s& the idea of Musim politic 
eesoddtion dloat ‘to obtan anything from the governrent they 
rust ak for it’? The advinistrdion of both Lord Minto and 
newspapers like daily Peisa Aknher (Lehore) and bi- weekly Vek! 
(Anvitser)* sympathetic to the Musim landed dites were 
expressing thar aitidsn of Snad&h retiodit nmoveret 
launched to put pressureon the government to aqui the partition 
of the Bengd. Peisa Aktber advisad Muslims to have nothing to do 
with agtation and Vek! regerded ajtdtion a @m offense ad 
justified the governmatt in ‘bringing the offenders to book.” 
Musimlanded aristocracy wes rotiveted by these factors to form 
a Musim politicd orgenizction. Sh Din, his cousn and Min 
Muhentred Stefi were avong the first Muslim leaders to nove 
towerds founding Mugimpoliticd orgeniZetion. 

Mia deh Din (1868-1918) wes a Lahore acvocete whose 
ancestors had founded village of Baghbenpura and were appointed 
a ‘hereditary custodians of Sdaver Gardens by Ennperor Sreh 
Jaden.” He followed Sir Sayyid’s athice to teke sqoerate path 
fromthet of Indian Nationd Congress (henceforth INC). In 1891, 
he wrote atide The MowsLace ad Zanircey, be saerdy 
aitidzed ‘gregoing and unscrupulous village moneylenda” for 
exploiting ‘uiidtered agicuturist’.” His ddet brotha Mian 
Zaur-uc-Din forrred Anjuvari-lidae-i-Zaninceren adoout the 
yeer 1881 for uniting the Punjaéo landholders to inprove thar 
conditions ® Sn Din in 1904 thougt of forring ‘Centrd 
Politicd Orgenizction’ for Muhenrecens.” Sir Shefi’s daughter, 
Begum Jdenera Sretnawez, leer dared that her feather hed 
established Mugiim League in Larore in J une 1906, seven months 
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before the birth of All India Musim League on 30 Decarber 
1906.® Interetindy, the sare ddmis mede by Azim Husain in 
the politicd biography of his father, Mien Fad-i-Husein who wes 
rivd of Mien Sei in Punjedd Musim politics and hdd gidtly 
differet viens from him & thet time® Be thet as it may. When 
Viceroy Lord Minto anounced Britih govenvet ple to 
introduce new constitutiond reforms, Muslim leaders dedded to 
convey thar viewpoint to Viceroy on tre method of 
reoresartetion. In 1906, bang 7 ative rarber of All Inda 
Muhernmeden Deputetion, Sneh Din orgenized by Nawebd Vicer- 
U Mulk and heeded by Sr Agha Khen. The deputation weited on 
Viceroy Lord Minto & Sma on 1 Octobe, 1906 to discuss 
derencs for sepercte dectorcte for dection of Impeaid and 
provindd legddive counals and resarvetion of seets for Muslims 
in courts and other governrrent services. The marhers of the 
Deputetion took up the ceuse of the Mudim conrrunity & dl- 
Indalevd ad formed a politicd perty. A resting of All- Inda 
Muhenreden Educetiond Conference wes hdd a the Ahsen 
Maral Pdace Shehbegh, Dacca (Dhaka) in Decarber 1906. The 
meeting wes hosted by Naweb Sr Khwea Sdirulleh, hinsdf a 
merrber of Benga landed gentry. The Musimnotedes founded a 
politicd party wich care to be known & All India Musim 
League (henceforth AIML). Choudhry Khdiquzzarren, one of the 
key figures in the preindependence AIML cdescibss the 
corpostion of the perty: 

The Mugim leegue. . . wes dorrineted by the titled gentry, 
Nawebs, landiords and Jee Huzoors [yes ren] ... Gince its very 
birth in 1906, the Muslim League's activities had dweys bean 
confined to indoor politicd snows. Even its annud sessons were 
hdd ether in wel-decorated pancéls or in big hdls were a few 
honourede vistors were dlowed by soadd cards Mess public 
meetings were unknown to the Musim Leegue orgenizedtion. 
From 1906 when it wes founded in Dacca [Dhekal], its centrd 
Office rereined in Aligerh till 1910, wrere it wes adjunct of 2 
educetiond institution and could herdly be sad to be sepercdte 
Muslim orgenizdion 
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It wes atirre wen the agtation the pertition of Bengd wes 
going on with the active support of the Congress The British 
needed a counterweidtt to the growth of netiondist sentiments in 
Bengd. The steterent rece by Secretary of Stete of India Lord 
Mordy indicetes the direction of British policy in this regerd. 
Lord Morley, consdering the devends of Murermedn 
deputation, hed endorsad thar logc of seperdte regter ina 
gpeach in the House of Lords on 4 March, 1909: “Only let us not 
forget thet the difference between Mehomedenisn and Hinduisn 
isnot arrere difference of atides of fath. It is adifferencein in 
life in tradition, in history, in dl the sodd things & well & 
atides of bdief the constitute a conmunity.”@ A farous 
Peckistten historian K. K Aaz says “The All Inda Muslim League 
wes founded, run and controlled by very rich or middle-szead 
landord...... It wes the tducpers the big zenircers ard the 
jagrobrs theRgas and the Nawebs who domineted it.’ 

After the forretion of AIML League on Decarrber 30, 1906 
a&t Dacca (Dheke), the Punjab branch of AIML wes orgenized by 
Mien Shed Din on 30 Noverber, 1907 as its first president and 
Mia Defi a its gned serday. Mia Defi wes Mim Sh 
Din’s cousin.® Sh Din in his latter to Gvil avd Military Gazette 
expressed his Sterp disegrearernt with the Congress in these 
words “for now rrore thn ever the deevege bawen 
Muheniredens and forward Hindu school, represented by 
Congess avd kindred bods is ceinitdy ad irraocdy 
rrerked "© 

According to Azim Husdn,®” fis fathe Fad-i-Husdn 
bdongad to middie das farily, though he dso boats of 
a@rittocrdtic background of his meternd ancestors, nardy Gen. 
lla Bekhsh, Col. Feteh Khan and Col. Skender Khen who served 
@ hidtrerking officers in Gkh Arry and survived & rdics of 
Muslim aistocray.® The title ‘Khan Schib wes conferred on 
Mian Fad-i-Husain’s father, Mian Husain Bakhsh by the British ® 
He retired as the District Judge, hed very wa friendship with 
Javes Lydl, Lt. Governor of the Punjab and his favily.? Azim 
Husain dams thet thenare‘MusimLeague’ wes coined by Fad- 
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i-Husain who wes later dected fromthe constituency reserved for 
Muslim landholders in the Punjdo Legddive Coundl dections 
hdd in 1921.° He continued to represent the Muslim landed 
dites interest fromthen onwerd in thecounal. 

When British appointed Sheh Din 4s a judge of Punjdo Chief 
Court on 6 October, 1908, his two lieutenants, Fad-i-Husain and 
Mien Srefi becarre involved in a tusde for leadership of Punjdo 
MusimLeaque The soit avong the leaders of Ajurari-lgana 
led Fad-i-Husain to take an independent path from thet of Mian 
Muhmred Srefi and orgenize his group of Punjdo Muslim League 
wrerees Mien Shefi founded Mudim Assoddion” When All 
Inda Musim League (AIML) wes formed a& Dhéka on 30 
Decarber 1906, Mien Sreh Din and Mien Safi, assodated with 
AIML leader Vige-U-Mulk and established provindd Musim 
League in Noverrber 1907. Srefi’s stance wes supported by the 
Peisa Akther, adaily fromLenore 

The consitutiond reforms and prindple of dection were 
being derended in the provinces Bengd avd Borrbey were 
bourgeois and petit bourgeois desses were baginning to assat 
thar nawy acquired power. The Punjab politicd dites, reinly 
corrposad of the landed nobility and represented by Partao Singh, 
Tiweres and Tiloo Chend, snowed thar loydty to the Ra by 
voidng thar support for ¢atus quo. It wes atime wren All India 
Muslim League led by Agra Khen, Naweb Viger ul Mulk, rede a 
deren for commund dectorde for marbers of Lejddive 
coundis and District boards Mien Sei, who wes from locd 
landholding farily of Lahore opposed ‘dective start and 
derrended 50 per cent seets non-offidd seets for Musirs in 
legdaure andlocd bodies on the besis of conmrund dextorate ® 
The Musim landed dass wes avere gvem the decord 
Qudificetions ad strong sodo-economic postion of Hindu 
orofesionds, traders and moneylencers, thet they would be 
under-reoresernted and the rivd communities would becore 
stronger. A sizeeble saction of Punjdo Mudliimlanded gentry like 
Mend Sheh, G Husain, Makhdum Hesen, Fad-i-Husain Ch, Hayet 
and S M. Husain supported the derend dready rede. Srefi used 
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His good offices with Dunlop Sith the privde sarday of 
Viceroy, to g&t this derend across to the British administration 
besed in Cdautta He suggested to him thet Musims should be 
dlotted 3x or a& leest five out of ten seets of Legiddtive Coundl 
in wich three marbes midt be nominated ad out of 
revaning three one midt be dected by dectord college of 
Muslim landholders, one by Punjdo Musiim League and one by 
Musimmuridpd comnissoners® Shefi dso assured Dunlop thet 
the interes of his community were in line with British interests 
and while they were not only seperete from but dso antagonistic 
to thoseof Hindu mercantile dasses. © 

Srith cave a serious heering to Sfi’s request. The British 
governrat in India hed sen politicd turmoil on the issue of 
pertition of Benga. It had come under pressure from Congress to 
involve the Indians in the business of the government through 
@lagaret of representdive institutions Punjdd Provindd 
Muslim League hdd its meeting at Muhenmeden Hdl, Lenore on 
22-23 October, 1909. The derrends for contrund dectorete for 
Muslims end thar adequete representation in dl legdadtive locd 
and district bodies were rrece by Musim landed dassss who 
Corrineted the proceadings The snerg wes the last thing they 
Werted because they saw thar survivd in the continuation of 
British rue Muhenrred Sei suntred up objectives of the 
Purjao League meding a ‘loydty, frdtanity ad petriotisn’ 
British rue rather then sere) wes considered necessery by landed 
esses for thar conrrunity’s survivd. Sneh Din and Mien Defi 
hdd corseavdive politicd views ad prdared method of 
norvinetions to thet of dections of Musimfor marbership of the 
cound!. They devrended sx Musim seets out of twerty-9x 
Counal seets in which three were nominated and three dected. 
The dectord qudificctions were besad on payrrent of taxes 
revenue and eduction. Fdeh Ali Qialbesh, a loyd landed 
mregnete suggested marbership of five Musims for the coundl 
out of wich two should be dected and three nonineded. It 
geared a though Musim landed dites hed rovre fath in 
norrinetion and seperate dectorete then in mixed dectorete The 
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derends rede by Muslim notedles could be san aginst the 
background sodo-econorric conditions of Punjdo. The Musims 
were congoiquous both by thar largest percentage of population 
ad low rate of literacy in Punjdo. ~The Minto-Morley Reforms 
were announced in 1909. The figures gven in Tale 6 leave out 
Lieutenant Governor and two experts who were appointed from 
tinetotimeby him” ThefiguresinTdle6 were extracted from 
the Morley Papers. The mexinnum number of the Punjao coundi 
reached 30. 


Tde6. 
Distribution of Seets in Punjao Legdative Cound! under Mirto- 
Morley 
Reforms or Indian CounalsAc, 1909. 

Category of Constituency Max no. of Seats 

Punjab Council 24 

Elected (Total) 5 

Commercial Community 1 

Punjab University 1 

Larger Cities 3 

Nominated (Total) 19 

Official 12 

Non-Official 5 

Muslim (non-official) 2 

Hindu (non-official) 1 

Sikh (non-official) 1 

Other interests 3 


Source. Motley PapasOdche 1906-Noerinr 1909 (Vol. 31). HD 
Degpetch to Morley on 1 October 1908. 


The dections were hdd in Decarber 1909 uncer Indian 
Coundis Ac, 1909 ds cdied Mirto-Morley Reforms. Tre 
Purjaéd Provindd Musim League announcad its cendidetes for 
three munidpd and certonrert and Punjab Universty seets. The 
three Munidpd seets were won by Punjab League but its 
ddwatts like Mian Shefi and Fad-i-Husain lost to Snedi Ld in the 
contest for Punjab University seet.® In the three Munidadl seets, 
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Khanja Ahed Sheh and his opponent Gri Krash Das got equd 
votes, 32 and Ahed Sich wes dedared successful by lot. The other 
successful cendidete wes Khen Behedur Khaweja Yusuf Sheh who 
got 24 votes ad won only by one wte over His rivd Rasi- 
Lahore Ran Srences. The third cendidete wes Khen Behedur Seth 
Adenji got 27 votes and defected his rivd Hai Chend by one 
vote” 


Condusion 

The view thet Hindus and Musims exited as irrecondlade 
atmic ‘cetegories did not exist & the tire of British occupation 
of Puja in 1849. This view gedudly dedoped wm the 
interests of dites of both contrunities came into conflict under 
new revenue and trade sytem British ainisradion a 7 
extension of British cepitdist dete integrated ayariarpestord 
Purjao with the world cepitdist rerket. Musims, Hindus and 
Sikhs hed ben living in Punjeb with distinct rdigious identity, lout 
commrund consdousress devdopad when forces of econorric 
corpdition under las far prindple played thar role Tre 
British polides were not biasad against or for ny rdigon. The 
cond res frared lass ad etdlided adnindtrdive 
institutions with a view to securing land revenue by expropriating 
pecsent proprietors The drid revenue laws conpdied the 
landowning desses to borrow from Hindu mercentile dasses on 
the conditions of surrendering thar rigtts to sdl land or produce 
until money wes reodd. The land wes diended a& large sde 
from agicuturd desses to nor-agicuturd moneflenders. On 
the other hend, the unrestricted freadom given to moneylenders 
ininitid phese of thar rule dammed & ensuring continuous trede of 
agiaiturd commodities to world rerkel. As a revit new 
powerful urben desses of moneylenders, traders, and educeted 
orofessonds grew who care to own most of the wealth of the 
Punjab. The British educetiond system broudtt them into contact 
with liberd politicd idess of utilitarian philosophers and these 
Cesses gave thar own rreening to the westan notion of freadom 
The urben educeted and trading dasses bagen to explore the naw 
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aeres Of power ad prestige d the eqperse of landholding 
desses. The discontent soreed avong expropriated agriqiturist 
and British edivinistretors sensed a denger thet thar diseffection 
could jeoperdize the sdtebility of agriaulturd life in Punjdo and 
divest themof thar most loyd sugects The colonid ruling dites 
reised thar polides and adjusted than to chengng conditions 
The legddtion on land dienetion placed a curb on burgeoning 
nor-cutiveting urben traders and educeted pit bourgsis They 
were prohibited from acquiring land from agiculturis tribes. 
The British adminisretors like Thorburn firmy atvoceed 
Mugims darrs for posts a5 a wey of ensuring loydty of westan 
Punjéb agricuituris tribes. There wes perceptible sift in British 
policy. When representative institutions were introducad on 
lirrited scde in Punjab on the bess of conmmund dectorate the 
dites of both mgor communities used rdigon 4 arrein syrrbol 
to gve subjective meming to objective economic differences to 
construct group identity. 
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